
Columbia County 
Board of County Commissioners 

 
Minutes of 

February 19, 2015 
 
The Columbia County Board of County Commissioners met in a regular meeting at the 

auditorium of the School Board Administrative Complex at 5:30 p.m.  The meeting opened with 
prayer and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  

 
Commissioners in Attendance:    Chairman Rusty DePratter, Scarlet Frisina,  

Ronald Williams, Bucky Nash and Everett Phillips 
 
Others in Attendance:   County Manager Dale Williams (“CM”) 

Assistant County Manager Ben Scott (“ACM”) 
Safety Manager David Kraus (“SM”) 
Operations Manager Kevin Kirby (“OM”) 
County Attorney Joel Foreman, P.A. 
Deputy Clerk Katrina Vercher 
Deputy Clerk Sandy A. Markham 

Agenda Additions 
 

 American Red Cross’ request to assist Dillow family. 
 

MOTION by Commissioner Frisina to approve agenda with additions.  Second by 
Commissioner Nash.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Public Comment   
 
 Stewart Lilker, Ralph Kitchens and Sandra Buck-Camp spoke regarding the proposed 
changes to the Columbia County’s Meeting Rules of Procedures. 
 
Meeting Rules of Procedures 
Senate Bill 50 – Florida Statutes 286 
 
 Attorney Foreman reviewed with the Commission a draft of the proposed changes to 
their meeting rules.  The modifications were a mixture of requests offered by commissioners 
and staff.  Also included in the proposed changes were suggested changes being offered by 
Attorney Foreman.  There was extensive discussion.  Attorney Foreman will revise the rules 
based on the input and consensus of the Commission.  The rules will be placed on the next 
meeting agenda of the Board of County Commissioners. 
 
 
 



Consent Agenda 
 
(1) Safety Manager – External Budget Amendment – Animal Control – BA # 15- 33 – 

Purchase additional Traps - $1,600.00 
 
(2) Safety Manager – External Budget Amendment – Central Communications – BA # 15-34 

– Future Communications Site - $12,600.00 
 
(3) BCC Administration – External Budget Amendment – Human Resources 
 Department – BA # 15-35 – Software for Affordable Care Act Compliance - 
 Approval of Contract with Worxtime, LLC - $4,795.00 
 
(4) BCC Administration – External Budget Amendment – Stormwater Services 
 Program Agreement – BA # 15-36 – Nabors, Giblin and Nickerson - $16,250.00 
 
(5) BCC Administration - BCC Administration – Columbia County Health Department – 

Declaration of Junk Property – County ID # 13408, SUV EH  Truck #354 
 
(6) Operations Department – Requesting Approval to Enter Private Property – Repair 

Driveway Damaged by County Truck – Janice Davis, Property Owner – 191 NE 
Jacksonville Loop 

 
(7) BCC Administration – Transfer Van from Library to Public Works 
 
(8) Safety Manager – Central Communications – Requesting Approval for Setting the 

Records Retention Time for the Recordings of 911 Radio Transmissions, Administrative 
Calls and 911 Calls 

 
(9) Safety Manager – Central Communications – Requesting Approval for AK Elite Premier 

Maintenance Renewal - $27,596.00 
 
(10) Operations Manager – Declaration of Surplus Property – (see attached list) 
 
(11) Operations Manager – Utility Permit – Comcast/FCCG - Myrtis Drive 
 
(12) Operations Manager – Utility Permit – AT&T SE Florida – NW Brown Road, NW Noegel 

Road  
 
(13) BCC Administration – Special Assessments Agreement – Nabors, Giblin &  Nickerson - 

$18,000.00 
 
(14) BCC Administration – Minute Approval – Board of County Commissioners – Regular 

Meeting - February 5, 2015 
 



 MOTION by Commissioner Williams to approve as presented unless there are items 
needing to be clarified or pulled.  Second by Commissioner Frisina.  
 
 The Chair pulled item #3 from the consent agenda prior to the vote for separate 
discussion. 
 
 The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Worxtime Contract 
Prior Consent Agenda Item #3 
 
 ACM Scott explained how the system would work and the benefits as it relates to 
employee healthcare and insurance. 
 
 MOTION by Commissioner Nash to approve.  Second by Commissioner Phillips.  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Rum Island Park Proposed Upgrades 
 
 ACM Scott discussed with the Board the public restrooms at Rum Island Park are 
currently porta potties, because the park is located within the floodplain and with that comes 
certain restrictions that may encumber construction of a permanent restroom.  If the county is 
to erect a permanent restroom facility, provisions would have to be made to pump the effluent 
and then transport it to another parcel of property outside of the floodplain.  The Board 
discussed the cost estimates for building a public restroom and transporting the effluent: 
 
 Land purchase   $27,000 - $35,000 
 Restroom   $34,000 - $43,000 
 Well, power & septic  $20,000 
 Picnic Pavilions  $12,400 
 
 Staff requested permission to proceed with negotiations with the property owner for 
the purchase of a ten acre parcel, and to authorize staff to apply for grant funding to complete 
the project. 
 
 Mr. Stewart Lilker offered input. 
 
 MOTION by Commissioner Nash to approve request.  Second by Commissioner Phillips.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 



Purchasing Policy Additions  
 
Safeguards for Purchasing Cards 
 
 Using a PowerPoint presentation, ACM Scott enlightened the Commission on the need 
for a limited number of employees to have purchasing cards.  He reported that certain state 
agencies, motels, and vendors will no longer bill or accept checks, which makes conducting 
business problematic at times.   
 
 ACM Scott recommended approval of purchasing cards with small credit lines that 
would limit the user to specific commodities, and would require documentation and 
reconciliation of all purchases. 
  
Travel, Meals and Entertainment 
 
 ACM Scott recommended this portion of the policy require preapproval for overnight 
travel, a method for employee reimbursements, for the supervisor to determine if conferences 
and conventions provide a benefit to the County, and that the policy establish that meals and 
refreshments provided by the TDC and EDD are permissible expenditures. 
 
 MOTION by Commissioner Williams to approve recommended additions to the policy.  
Second by Commissioner Nash.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
American Red Cross (“ARC”) 
 
 George and Olivia Dillow and children are victims of a disastrous house fire that 
occurred on February 15, 2015 and was a total loss.  
 

The family has made application and qualifies for the NSP-3 Program through the 
County.  The Commission has the authority to assist this family based upon the urgency of this 
situation and that it is consistent with local policy and federal regulations. 
 
 The ARC has requested the Commission’s assistance in providing permanent housing for 
the Dillow family by granting admissions preference and moving the family to the top of the 
waiting list. 
 
 The Chairman called for a motion and asked that the Commission note any potential 
conflict or relationship with the Dillow Family.  No conflicts were offered. 
 
 MOTION by Commissioner Nash to waive normal advertising procedure, and to move 
forward with placing the Dillow family in the vacant house.  Second by Commissioner Frisina.  
The motion carried unanimously.   
 
 



Commissioners Comments 
 
 Commissioner Nash offered that while stringent Rules of Procedure are not always 
necessary, there will be meetings occasionally where they are needed to keep order.  The 
County is in compliance with SB 50. 
 
 Commissioner Phillips voiced he is pleased to see the Rum Island Project discussed early.  
He, like Chairman DePratter are of the opinion that the porta potties are a disgrace. 
 
 Commissioner DePratter thanked everyone for their patience and input in going through 
the proposed meeting rules. 
 
Public Comment 
 
 Sammy Dunn told the Board that if the public is going to use animal traps that a deposit 
should be required.  The Clerk was unsure as to what traps Mr. Dunn was referring to. 
 
 Sandra Buck-Camp asked if the purchasing cards approved earlier would be issued to 
many county employees.  ACM Scott replied it would be a small, limited number of employees. 
 
 Richard Heston commented on the meeting rules and agrees no address should be 
required in order to address the Commission. 
 
Adjournment 
 
 There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 
7:10 p.m. 
 
 
           __________________________________ 
ATTEST:     Rusty DePratter, Chairman 
      Board of County Commissioners 
________________________________ 
P. DeWitt Cason 
Clerk of Circuit Court 
 


